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Appendix: Racial dictionary: Filter terms 
 

The following terms were used to filter the full corpus of 3,674 fact-checks for racial relevance. Terms are 

organized across five semantic dimensions. The filter was applied to title and available content text. Items 

matching at least one term in any dimension were retained for manual review (N = 192).  

 

Dimension 1: Identity terms 

negro, negra, negros, negras, pardo, parda, pardos, pardas, preto, preta, afrodescendente, afro-brasileiro, 

afro-brasileira, quilombola. 

 

Dimension 2: Racially coded territorial terms 

favela, favelado, favelada, comunidade, periférico, periférica, periferia, morro, complexo do, subúrbio, 

baixada. Note: “Favela” and related terms function as racial proxies in Brazilian public discourse, where 

peripheral territory is consistently associated with Black and mixed-race populations (Vargas, 2004). Items 

using these terms were retained even without explicit racial identity language. 

 

Dimension 3: Police violence vocabulary 

auto de resistência, resistência seguida de morte, bala perdida, operação policial, intervenção policial, 

caveirão, UPP, BOPE, chacina, execução, homicídio policial, violência policial. 

 

Dimension 4: Documented cases of racially targeted violence 

marielle, marielle franco, agatha felix, ágatha, joão pedro, joão pedro matos, genivaldo, genivaldo jesus, 

beto freitas, marcus vinicius, marcos vinicius, douglas rafael, DG esquenta, eduardo jesus, jonatha dalber, 

maria eduarda, acari. 

 

Dimension 5: Structural racism terms 

racismo, racial, racismo estrutural, racismo institucional, discriminação racial, genocídio negro, 

encarceramento em massa, criminalização da pobreza, desigualdade racial, população negra.   

 


