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List of fact-checks:

e Fact-check 1: Donald Trump says Joe Biden can only win by a ‘rigged election.” That’s wrong in
several ways (https://www.PolitiFact.com/factchecks/2020/aug/24/donald-trump/donald-
trump-says-joe-biden-can-only-win-rigged-el/)

e Fact-check 2: Donald Trump draws false distinction between absentee, mail-in voting
(https://www.PolitiFact.com/factchecks/2020/jul/31/donald-trump/donald-trump-draws-false-
distinction-between-absen/)

e Fact-check 3: Donald Trump’s dubious claim that ‘thousands’ are conspiring on mail-ballot fraud
(https://www.PolitiFact.com/factchecks/2020/apr/09/donald-trump/donald-trumps-dubious-
claim-thousands-are-conspiri/)

e Fact-check 4: Trump’s baseless claim about ‘tremendous cheating’ in 2016
(https://www.PolitiFact.com/factchecks/2020/sep/11/donald-trump/trumps-baseless-claim-
about-tremendous-cheating-20/)

e Fact-check 5: Trump falsely claims Michigan illegally sent ballots to all voters
(https://www.PolitiFact.com/factchecks/2020/may/20/donald-trump/trump-falsely-claims-
michigan-sent-ballots-all-vot/)

e Fact-check 6: No, California Is Not Sending Mail-In Ballots “To Anyone In The State,” As Trump
Falsely Claimed (http://(https://www.PolitiFact.com/factchecks/2020/may/26/donald-
trump/no-california-not-sending-mail-ballots-anyone-stat/)

1 Screenshots capture the top portion of the webpage. More text is available by scrolling below, which participants were required
to do before moving to the next webpage.
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NATIONAL ELECTIONS A DONALD TRUMP

President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Mariotti Building Products on
Aug. 20. 2020, in Old Forge, Pa. (AP)

m Donald Trump says Joe Biden can only
- win by a 'rigged election.' That's wrong in
several ways
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« Elections are administered in thousands of local areas
nationwide, each with safeguards, making any attempt to “rig” a
national election highly improbable,

« Trump also is wrong to declare the only way he could lose is if the
outcome is rigged. He is an incumbent facing significant political
challenges, most notably the coronavirus pandemic.

See the sources for this fact-check

Figure B1. Screenshot of fact-check 1.

Text of fact-check 1

Donald Trump stated on August 20, 2020 in comments in Scranton, Pa.: “So this is just a way they're
trying to steal the election, and everybody knows that. Because the only way they’re going to win is by a
rigged election.”

Donald Trump says Joe Biden can only win by a ‘rigged election.” That’s wrong in several ways

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

Elections are administered in thousands of local areas nationwide, each with safeguards, making any
attempt to “rig” a national election highly improbable.

Trump also is wrong to declare the only way he could lose is if the outcome is rigged. He is an incumbent
facing significant political challenges, most notably the coronavirus pandemic.

President Donald Trump has repeatedly accused the Democrats of using voting by mail as a way to “rig”
the election.

Speaking in Scranton, Pa., hours before his rival Joe Biden formally accepted his nomination at the



Democratic National Convention, Trump revived many of his attacks on mail-in voting.

At one point, Trump said, “So this is just a way they’re trying to steal the election and everybody knows
that. Because the only way they’re going to win is by a rigged election,” he said.

When we reached out to the White House, they pointed to mainstream media outlets that have reported
that mail delays and late ballots were a problem in some primaries. Trump himself has often pointed to
New York as an example.

But these do not constitute evidence that Democrats, or anyone, are rigging the outcome.

There are several other reasons that he could lose. For one, he faces the same challenges that any
incumbent would face when running amid a pandemic that has killed more than 174,000 Americans and
left millions unemployed. Here, we’ll look at more realistic scenarios that undermine Trump’s claim.
Elections are administered locally, posing a challenge to national rigging A big reason to doubt Trump’s
assertion about a rigged presidential election is that the U.S. has a decentralized election system that is
largely administered by county or city election officials.

States set laws about policies such as early voting hours or voter ID, but it’s local election officials who
handle the day-to-day tasks of administering elections such as registering voters, sending ballots to voters’
homes, checking in voters at local precincts, and overseeing the machines at early voting and election day
sites.

There are more than 3,000 counties and 10,000 local jurisdictions spread across 50 states and D.C., said
Paul Gronke, director of the Early Voting Information Center at Reed College. Each county produces its
own ballots, and even within counties there can be various ballot versions with unique lists of federal,
state and local offices, depending upon where a voter lives. Any attempt to rig a national election would
pose multiple hurdles.

Bar-coded envelopes for these ballots are “just the first set of hurdles in trying to ‘rig’ an election,” Gronke
said.

The next hurdle would be to fake each individual signature so well that it fools verification systems, and
that voters don’t notice that someone else has cast their ballot before they did. Data scientists also track
the returns closely and have sometimes been able to spot anomalies.

A third complication for prospective election riggers is to figure out where to target their rigging efforts.
In order to build a sufficient margin in the electoral college, they would have to guess in advance which
states could tip the election.

All of this would have to be done in a coordinated but secret way, with hundreds of people willing to risk
felonies for the same goal.

While mailed ballots pose a slightly higher risk of voter fraud than voting in person, fraud remains
statistically rare. In the five states that have previously used all-mail elections, there have been very low
rates of fraud, said Rick Hasen, an election law expert at the University of California-Irvine. And most of
the time, voting fraud cases tend to be one-off events in local elections, not conspiracies capable of
swinging a national election.

White House spokesperson Sarah Matthews pointed to media reports showing problems in the primaries
associated with the massive increase in voting by mail amid the pandemic, including late ballots.

But administrative problems have occurred not just with the voting by mail that Trump often derides but
also with long lines at in-person precincts, and these have often been in jurisdictions that tend to vote
Democratic.

Using the term election rigging “connotes some kind of fraud attempt to sabotage the casting of ballots,”
said Wendy Weiser, an elections expert at New York University’s liberal Brennan Center. “Administrative
snafus are a completely different thing.”

Aside from a rigged election, what could explain Trump losing in November? Fundamentally, the
possibility of a Trump loss could stem from political realities, not vote-rigging.

"1t will not take a rigged election for Trump to lose, just the ordinary workings of electoral accountability



in a democracy,” said Alan Abramowitz, an Emory University political scientist. As of now, at least, Trump
looks like an underdog for reelection, based on past history.

"When an incumbent president is running for a second term, the election is always largely a referendum
on the president’s record during his first term,” said Kyle Kondik, managing editor of Sabato’s Crystal Ball
at the University of Virginia Center for Politics.

Gallup has taken approval surveys for every president since World War Il. Currently, Trump’s job approval
of 42% is in the danger zone for an elected incumbent seeking a second term.

Six presidents since World War Il have been reelected. In descending order of their Gallup approval rating,
they were Dwight Eisenhower (68%), Bill Clinton (57%), Richard Nixon (56%), Ronald Reagan (54%),
George W. Bush (51%), and Barack Obama (45%).

The two presidents who had the lowest approval ratings did not win reelection: George H.W. Bush (35%)
and Jimmy Carter (32%).

Trump’s 42% puts him right in the middle of those two groups. Trump’s approval rating shows Trump’s
level of public support has been relatively stable over time, despite the ebb and flow of positive and
negative news events. At the same time, strengthened partisan polarization will likely make it hard for
Trump to win the votes of people in the disapproving camp.

”Partisan polarization has drastically reduced the ability of incumbent office-holders at all levels to appeal
to voters across party lines,” Kondik said. “And unlike previous incumbents, Trump has made little effort
to expand his base of support during his time in office.”

Often, presidents are judged heavily on the state of the economy on their watch. For much of Trump’s
term, unemployment was low, boosting his prospects of a second term. However, 2020 has been a bad
year, rocked by coronavirus, economic problems, and a sharp focus on systemic societal problems, like
racial inequities in policing.

That’s why some analysts like Abramowitz believe the public’s approval or disapproval of Trump’s
handling of the coronavirus could be an important metric in determining his electoral prospects in
November. And that trend line has not looked good for the president.

The RealClearPolitics polling average of the public’s approval of Trump in handling the coronavirus shows
that as of Aug. 21, fewer than 40% of respondents approved of Trump’s handling of the coronavirus, while
more than 58% disapproved.

FiveThirtyEight’s weighted average of national polls had Biden up by 8.6 percentage points nationally on
Aug. 21. Perhaps equally important, Biden’s lead has been stable since he clinched the nomination and
the pandemic hit. Trump has never come closer than four points during that period, and that was back in
early April.

In the states most likely to be decisive, Biden has also put together notable leads: 7.4 points in Michigan,
6.1 points in Pennsylvania, 6.8 points in Wisconsin, 5.4 points in Florida and 3.6 points in Arizona. Biden
would need only the first three to reverse the 2016 result and achieve a Democratic victory.

But Trump is not destined to lose, because intervening events could upset the status quo. The polls could
be off; problems with the voting process during a pandemic could keep some voters’ ballots uncounted;
and news events favorable to Trump or unfavorable to Biden could occur.

But Trump said it was impossible for him to lose unless the election were rigged. That’s simply not the
case.

Our ruling

Trump said, “So this is just a way they’re trying to steal the election, and everybody knows that. Because
the only way they’re going to win is by a rigged election.”

An actual conspiracy to rig the results of a national election would require hundreds or thousands of
people working together to commit felonies across many critical jurisdictions. Experts do not consider this
feasible, nor do we.

Meanwhile, Trump is an incumbent facing several ongoing challenges: a major pandemic, high



unemployment, civic unrest and future uncertainty. Those are significant political hurdles that would be
challenging for any president.
We rate this claim Pants on Fire.
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Figure B2. Screenshot of fact-check 2.

Text of fact-check 2

Donald Trump stated on July 30, 2020, in a press conference: Absentee voting is different from mail-in
voting and has more protections against fraud.

Donald Trump draws false distinction between absentee, mail-in voting

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

There is no objective difference between absentee voting and voting by mail. All mail ballots, regardless
of how they are requested, are treated the same once they’re cast. They all require verification before
being counted.

As many states prepare for increased mail voting due to the coronavirus pandemic, President Donald



Trump has repeatedly raised concerns about the voting process. He’s falsely suggested that there’s a
difference between traditional absentee voting and states’ expanded mail voting, especially when it
comes to verifying and securing votes.

At a July 30 press briefing, Trump was asked about a tweet earlier that day in which he floated delaying
the Nov. 3 election. That idea was quickly shot down by numerous Republican leaders as well as
Democrats.

At the briefing, Trump repeated his objections to voting by mail. “Absentee is different. Absentee, you
have to work. You have to send in for applications. You have to go through a whole procedure,” Trump
said.

He went on to distinguish between his right to have a ballot delivered to him and the rights of the general
public to cast votes via mail.

“For instance, I'm an absentee voter because | can’t be in Florida, because I’'m in Washington,” Trump
said. “I'm at the White House, so I'll be an absentee voter. We have a lot of absentee voters, and it works.
We’'re in favor of absentee, but it’s much different than millions of people in California. They’re going to
send out tens of millions of voting forms. Well, where are they going to go? You read where postmen are
in big trouble now. You read where city councils are in big trouble now. Voter fraud all over the ballot.”
Trump has made this point numerous times this summer.

June 25: “Like, I'm in White House, and | have to vote in Florida, et cetera, et cetera. You’re an absentee;
that’s okay. But people go through a process for that. But the mail-in ballots, they mail them to anybody.
And they send them out by the millions. | think | read over 30 million ballots are going to be sent out in
California.”

July 10: “Absentee Ballots are fine because you have to go through a precise process to get your voting
privilege. Not so with Mail-Ins.”

July 15: “So absentee ballot: Great. Mail-in ballot: Absolutely no good. It makes no sense. A governor
sends out millions of ballots all over the place; they don’t know where they’re going.” We have debunked
Trump’s falsehoods about voter fraud and election rigging, including for mail-in ballots. Proven cases of
non-citizens casting ballots are rare.

For this fact-check, we will explain why absentee and mail-in ballots are the same thing, and that,
whatever term you use, the verification process is the same.

“There’s really no distinction,” said Darren Hutchinson, a law professor at the University of Florida and an
elections expert. “So, it’s basically a falsehood that’s been repeated over and over and over again.”
Voting in a pandemic The coronavirus pandemic has raised concerns about voters’ safety as they wait in
crowded polling places on Election Day — some may choose not to show up at all. Because of this, some
states have encouraged the use of mail voting. (Five states had already run virtually all-mail elections:
Colorado, Hawaii, Oregon, Utah, and Washington.)

In California, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a law requiring counties to send all active registered voters a
mail-in ballot about a month before the Nov. 3 election, joining the all-mail election states plus Vermont
and Washington D.C. Other states are allowing voters to request those ballots, either online or by mail.
In the states that allow broad use of mail ballots, there is no distinction in how a voter requests “absentee”
ballots and other types of mail ballots. Trump may not like the policy of sending out ballots to all registered
voters, but it is wrong to suggest that ballots cast that way are different from absentee ballots or that they
aren’t subject to the same scrutiny.

Part of the linguistic confusion may be generational: Many states have phased out the use of the term
“absentee,” including California and Florida.

In 2016, for instance, the Florida Legislature unanimously voted to change the phrase “absentee” to “vote-
by-mail,” in order to ease confusion among voters who mistakenly believed that they had to be away from
home to request a ballot by mail. Some election advocates now use the term “vote at home,” because
ballots in some states can be dropped off in person at designated lockboxes rather than mailed.



So when Trump says he’s an absentee voter in Florida because he’s “at the White House,” that’s not
accurate. It doesn’t matter where he is; Trump, like any other registered Florida voter, can cast a ballot
without going to an in-person site.

No differential treatment Regardless of the terminology, elections experts say there is no differ- ence
between how “absentee” and “mail-in ballots” are treated.

In 34 states and Washington, D.C., voters can use “no excuse” absentee voting, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures. Under no-excuse absentee voting, the voter does not need to attest that
they will be out of the jurisdiction on Election Day, or that they cannot get to the polls because of anillness
or disability.

There is no special process that absentee out-of-town voters go through that other mail-in voters do not,
Hutchinson said. The verification process actually begins well before any ballot is sent out. It starts with
voter registration, a process which requires officials to determine if someone is eligible. Election offices
also periodically update their registration lists, including removing inactive voters or those who have died.
Many states are members of the Electronic Registration Information Center, which sends each member
state reports showing voters who have moved within their state or out of state, have died or duplicate
registrations.

Once a completed ballot is received by election officials, the identity of every voter is confirmed. In
California, for instance, county elections officials check every vote-by-mail ballot to see whether the voter
has already cast a ballot elsewhere. All ballot envelopes have unique barcodes, and local jurisdictions use
specific paper types and watermarks for their ballots. Officials then compare the voter’s signature against
the signature on the voter’s registration record. “Fundamentally, it’s the same thing,” said Amber
McReynolds, Denver’s former director of elections and chief executive officer of the National Vote at
Home Institute. “Ballots are handled exactly the same regardless of whether or not it’s an absentee ballot
or a vote-by-mail ballot.” States typically allow voters an opportunity to correct mistaken information
they’ve filled in on their ballot, or if officials see too much of a discrepancy between the signature on file
and the signature on the ballot. When voters are notified of any problems with their information on the
envelope, they are able to fix the problem in time to have their ballot counted.

Procedures to help voters track their ballots also helps with the verification process. For example voters
in Palm Beach County, where Trump is a registered voter at Mar-A-Lago, can use the county website to
track when the ballot was mailed to the voter and when it was received by the elections office. In Denver,
voters can sign up to get information via text about their ballot, including when it was approved to be
counted.

White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany said July 31 the increase of mail ballots is the problem this
cycle. “Mass mail-out ballots are going to be more at risk of fraud,” she said, citing multiple news reports
about delays in tabulating results or rejection of mail ballots, including those that arrived after the
deadline.

There have been delays in counting mail-in ballots, including in New York, and other problems including
voters who said their requested ballots never arrived. All of those problems raise concerns about how
some states that are unaccustomed to widespread voting by mail will gear up for the Nov. 3 election.
However, that doesn’t mean that there is any difference in verifying these votes.

Our ruling.

Trump said, “Absentee is different (from mail-in ballots). Absentee, you have to work. You have to send
in for applications. You have to go through a whole procedure.”

There is no distinction between absentee voting and voting by mail. All mail ballots, regardless of how
they are requested, are treated the same once they’re cast, and they require verification before being
counted.

We rate this claim False.
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Figure B3. Screenshot of fact-check 3.

Text of fact-check 3

Donald Trump stated on April 7, 2020, in a press briefing: With voting by mail, “you get thousands and
thousands of people sitting in somebody’s living room, signing ballots all over the place.”

Donald Trump’s dubious claim that “thousands’ are conspiring on mail-ballot fraud

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

Voting specialists say there’s no evidence of “thousands and thousands” of people collaborating on
fraudulent voting schemes, and Trump didn’t provide any evidence to back up his assertion.

In general, credible studies have found that voter fraud is rare, whether through in-person voting or voting
by mail.

Rare doesn’t mean nonexistent, however, and there’s evidence that mail ballots pose a slightly higher risk
of voter fraud than voting in person.

See the sources for this fact-check The daily White House briefings about coronavirus sometimes veer into
adjacent topics, and since Wisconsin voted on April 7, one of those topics has been voting by mail.



Despite late pleas by Wisconsin’s Democratic Gov. Tony Evers to make the election mail balloting only,
the state’s Republican Legislature, backed by a Republican-majority state Supreme Court, opposed Evers’
plan. In person voting was held amid social distancing, though with significantly fewer polling places.

At briefings on April 7 and 8, President Donald Trump was asked about an expanded role for mail balloting
at a time of a global pandemic. He responded by criticizing mail balloting as illegitimate and subject to
widespread fraud (even though he had recently voted by mail for a Florida election).

On April 7, Trump said, “Now, mail ballots — they cheat. Okay? People cheat. Mail ballots are a very
dangerous thing for this country, because they’re cheaters. They go and collect them. They’re fraudulent
in many cases.”

When pressed, Trump went on to call mail-in voting “horrible” and “corrupt” and alleged that “you get
thousands and thousands of people sitting in somebody’s living room, signing ballots all over the place.”

At the following day’s briefing, a reporter asked Trump for evidence to support the “thousands and
thousands” characterization.

Trump responded, “I think there’s a lot of evidence, but we’ll provide you with some, okay?” (The White
House did not provide PolitiFact with additional evidence.)

Trump did cite a lawsuit by the conservative group Judicial Watch against the state of California, saying
that “a million people should not have been voting” in the state. However, PolitiFact California previously
rated a similar assertion by the president Pants on Fire, because the legal settlement in question required
Los Angeles County to begin removing inactive voter registrations; it said nothing about voter fraud or
people illegally voting.

In recent years, Trump has repeatedly claimed the existence of massive voter fraud and election rigging,
which we’ve debunked again and again and again and again and again and again and again.

In his most recent comments, we found no support for the notion that “you get thousands and thousands
of people sitting in somebody’s living room, signing ballots all over the place.”

We did find that mail balloting does pose a potentially higher risk for fraud than in-person voting does.
However, experts said the reality is much more nuanced than Trump let on.

“I can’t imagine any living room with thousands of people init,” said Rick Hasen, a University of California-
Irvine law professor who specializes in election law. But even to the extent he’s saying that vote-by-mail
efforts are rife with fraud, “that is false,” Hasen said.

“There are more cases of absentee ballot fraud than other kinds of election crimes,” he said. “But the risk
is relatively low, and the benefits, especially during the time of a pandemic, are quite great.”

A lack of evidence of voter fraud Voting and election specialists said there’s no evidence that “thousands
and thousands” of Americans are collaborating on mail-ballot fraud, whether they’re sitting in one living
room or not.

“There is no evidence that any candidate or group has executed a mail ballot fraud scheme of this
magnitude in modern elections,” said Michael P. McDonald, a University of Florida political scientist. “In
this day of social media, it is nearly impossible to keep anything secret, much less a scheme involving
thousands of people.”

If this was happening, McDonald said, voters would wonder where their ballots were. “They would show
up to vote and be told by election officials that they had already voted,” he said. “Election officials would
see patterns in where mail ballots were being sent, the addresses they were being returned from, and the
signatures on the ballot return envelope. If a mail ballot fraud scheme happened on the alleged scale,
someone, somewhere, would notice.”

More broadly, repeated efforts to uncover widespread voter fraud have produced little.

Trump’s Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity, a panel to investigate voter fraud, was
shuttered before it found significant patterns of fraud.

News21, a national investigative reporting project funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York and
the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, found just 56 cases of noncitizens voting between 2000 and



2011.

In 2012, Florida Gov. Rick Scott’s administration tried to crack down on noncitizens voting by comparing
driver’s license data against voter rolls. The Florida Department of State created a list of 182,000 potential
noncitizens that had voted. That number was whittled down to 2,700, then to about 200 before the purge
was stopped amid criticism that the data was flawed given the number of false positives — including a
Brooklyn-born World War Il vet. Ultimately, only 85 people were removed from the voter rolls.

The five states that hold all-mail elections (Colorado, Hawaii, Oregon, Utah, and Washington) have
reported little fraud. “There’s just very little evidence that there is more than a handful of fraudulent
(vote-by-mail) cases across the country in a given election cycle,” Judd Choate, the director of elections in
the Colorado Department of State, told the New York Times.

Richard Winger, the editor of Ballot Access News and a frequent election volunteer in San Francisco, said
ballot security measures in his state offer protections.

“We have a list of all the registered voters in our precinct,” Winger said. “The list indicates which voters
have received a ballot in the postal mail. In every election, voters wander in and want to vote there, but
we say, ‘It says here you already got a mail ballot.” And they say, ‘Oh, yes, it’s at home’ or, ‘I never received
a ballot’ or, ‘Oh, | lost it.” And we explain that every ballot must be accounted for. They can vote
provisionally at the polls, but the vote will only be counted once it is clear their original ballot didn’t get
submitted for counting.”

Steve Schale, a longtime Democratic consultant in Florida, said his state has improved its mail-ballot
procedures in recent years.

“I think the controls that are in place today really limit the opportunities for fraud,” Schale said. “Back in
the day, there was more ability for operatives to actually put their hands on ballots, such as collecting
them and turning them in. Operatives on both sides will always push up to the legal line when it comes to
all aspects of campaigns, but again, the laws now are so clear that one has to go out of their way to break
the law.”

Verified examples of mail-ballot fraud Rare doesn’t mean nonexistent. And experts agree that mail
balloting does provide a greater potential for ballot fraud than in-person voting does.

“It’s definitely easier to have fraud with absentee voting than in-person voting, and some cases of it have
had a big impact,” said Rob Richie, president of FairVote, a voting-access advocacy group.

A congressional election was overturned in North Carolina in 2018 after evidence surfaced that the
Republican candidate benefited from an effort to collect absentee ballots from voters. In South Florida
alone, the Miami Herald cited examples of ballot fraud in Hialeah (1994, 2011, and 2012), Homestead
(2014), and Miami and Miami-Dade County (1998, 2008, 2013).

“All this must be kept in perspective, and there are ways states seek to counter it, but it’s not outlandish
to say fraud is more likely with absentee voting than in-person voting,” Richie said. Lonna Atkeson,
University of New Mexico political scientist, told NPR that “where there is fraud in the system, it really
seems to be in mail balloting. There’s some, there’s not a lot. | think there’s a little bit.”

Other drawbacks with voting by mail While voting by mail might be necessary in an extended battle with
coronavirus, voting experts acknowledge that it’s not a perfect solution.

There could be an increase in voter errors made at home since election officials won’t be standing nearby
to help. This means more ballots could be rejected and not counted.

Voter education will be needed for people who are unaccustomed to absentee voting. Voters will need
reminders to sign their ballots, and elections officials will need to increase public outreach to dispel myths
about absentee ballots, such as the one that those ballots aren’t counted unless an election is close.
Some groups have less convenient access to mail than others do, such as residents of Native American
reservations. Mail voting also poses challenges for voters who move frequently, or who have language or
literacy issues. And some disabled voters, including those who are blind, cannot effectively cast mail
ballots without assistance.
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Voting at home could lead to coercion by abusive spouses or other relatives.

Our ruling

Trump said that with voting by mail, “you get thousands and thousands of people sitting in somebody’s
living room, signing ballots all over the place.”

Voting fraud in general is considered to be rare, although voting experts agree that the risks are greater
for mail balloting than for in-person voting. Still, Trump didn’t produce any evidence for the “thousands
and thousands” claim, and voting experts said his assertion doesn’t square with what is known about the
actual cases of voting fraud in the recent past.

We rate the statement False.

POLITIFACT

PV, Donald Trump
stated on September 1, 2020 in a television interview:

99 | “There was tremendous
| cheating in New York”

ELECTIONS NEW YORK A DONALD TRUMP

Trump’s baseless claim about
‘tremendous cheating’ in 2016

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

* Problems with elections, such as purged voter rolls or
investigators who were able to obtain ballots fraudulently, have
been documented in New York state in the past, though not in the
election Trump was talking about.

The White House nor the Trump campaign offered any evidence
for this claim.

There is no evidence of cheating in the 2016 general election in
New York.

See the sources for this fact-check

A ”'Figbre‘ B4. Scféehshdf of fdi;f;check 4.

Text of fact-check 4
Donald Trump stated on September 1, 2020, in a television interview: “There was tremendous cheating
in New York”
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Trump’s baseless claim about ‘tremendous cheating’ in 2016

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

Problems with elections, such as purged voter rolls or investigators who were able to obtain ballots
fraudulently, have been documented in New York state in the past, though not in the election Trump was
talking about.

The White House nor the Trump campaign offered any evidence for this claim. There is no evidence of
cheating in the 2016 general election in New York.

In a recent Fox News interview, host Laura Ingraham asked President Donald Trump what he would tell
Republicans and conservatives in Democratic-leaning states about whether they should vote in November
and talked about whether a higher popular vote total would send a message of support for Trump.
Trump interjected with a theory of his own.

“I think 1 did win the popular vote in a true sense,” he said. “I think there was tremendous cheating in
California, there was tremendous cheating in New York and other places.”

Though he won the electoral college, Trump lost the popular vote nationwide, winning 62.99 million votes
to former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s 65.85 million votes.

In New York, Clinton won 4.56 million votes, while Trump won 2.82 million votes.

We were curious about his claim of “tremendous cheating in New York” in the last presidential election.
We reached out to the White House and the Trump campaign to get details of what Trump was talking
about, but we did not receive a response.

Primary problems Though we can’t know for sure, New York has had some voting irregularities that Trump
could have had in mind when he said that.

In 2017, the New York City Board of Elections admitted to improperly removing voters from the rolls ahead
of the 2016 Democratic primary. The admission followed a lawsuit, in which the city board was accused
of violating federal and state election laws. According to a report from the New York City Campaign
Finance Board, 126,000 voters were improperly removed before the primary, but were restored in time
to vote in the general election. The report did not note anything that could be considered “tremendous
cheating” in the general election.

A spokesman for the state Board of Elections said that Trump may have been referring to a recent story
in the New York Post. Two days before Trump’s interview with Ingraham, the Post published an interview
with an unnamed Democratic operative who described the ways that mail-in votes can be manipulated.
The story did not refer specifically to any actions taken in New York in the 2016 general election. The
operative, who worked in New Jersey and mentored operatives in other states, including New York, said
that tactics to manipulate an election result, such as knocking on voters’ doors and asking residents to
hand over their filled-out ballots so the operative can tamper with it later, have been used “for decades.”
The spokesman for the Board of Elections, John Conklin, said he could not confirm or deny any criminal
activity by a political operative.

Conklin also directed us to a report by the New York City Department of Investigation, which found that
in 2013 investigators impersonated voters who were ineligible or deceased and were handed a ballot 61
of 63 times.

“There was nothing of note in the 2016 election to indicate there was any election tampering or cheating
or whatever you want to call it,” said Sarah Goff, deputy director of Common Cause New York, an
organization that closely watches elections and was the lead plaintiff in the lawsuit against the city
elections board in the 2016 primary.

Our ruling

There were documented problems with eligible voters being improperly purged from the New York City
Board of Elections’ voting lists during the 2016 primary.

But in the interview, Trump talked about how he won the popular vote “in a true sense,” and made claims
about “tremendous cheating” in New York and California. The popular vote he is talking about refers to

12



the general election, not the primary. There is no evidence of cheating in the 2016 general election.
Trump made a ridiculous claim.
We rate his statement Pants on Fire.

PR LR

@ Donald Trump
0 I “Rogue” Michigan official sent
absentee ballots to 7.7 million
people “illegally and without
authorization” ahead of the

primaries and general election.

ELECTIONS STATES 2 DONALD TRUMP

President Donald Trump speaks with reporters as he departs the White House, Friday,

May 1. 2020, in Washington. Trump was en route to Camp David. Md. (AP)

@ Trump falsely claims Michigan illegally
sent ballots to all voters

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

« Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson announced May 19
that all registered voters in Michigan will be sent an application
to vote by mail in the August and November elections — not a
ballot.

« About 1.3 million of Michigan's 7.7 million registered voters are
already signed up to receive absentee ballot applications
automatically. Additionally, some jurisdictions are mailing
applications to all local registered voters.

« Nationwide, many elections officials have said they will mail

Figure B5. Screenshot of fact-check 5.

Text of fact-check 5

Donald Trump stated on May 20, 2020, in a tweet: “Rogue” Michigan official sent absentee ballots to 7.7
million people “illegally and without authorization” ahead of the primaries and general election.

Trump falsely claims Michigan illegally sent ballots to all voters

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson announced May 19 that all registered voters in Michigan will
be sent an application to vote by mail in the August and November elections — not a ballot.

About 1.3 million of Michigan’s 7.7 million registered voters are already signed up to receive absentee
ballot applications automatically. Additionally, some jurisdictions are mailing applications to all local
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registered voters.

Nationwide, many elections officials have said they will mail applications for an absentee ballot to reduce
crowds at the polls amid the pandemic.

President Donald Trump’s crusade against voting by mail has put him at odds with the truth again.

This time, he took aim at Michigan’s latest effort to expand access to absentee ballots. “Breaking:
Michigan sends absentee ballots to 7.7 million people ahead of Primaries and the General Election,”
Trump tweeted May 20. “This was done illegally and without authorization by a rogue Secretary of State.
| will ask to hold up funding to Michigan if they want to go down this Voter Fraud path!”

Trump is wrong. Michigan’s Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson announced May 19 that her office was
mailing all registered voters an application to vote by mail in the August and November elections, not a
ballot.

People who complete, sign and return the application would receive a ballot about six weeks before the
election.

The action follows a constitutional amendment to expand access to absentee ballots, which Michiganders
supported overwhelmingly in a 2018 ballot issue.

We emailed the White House and the Trump campaign to ask for the basis of his claim and did not get a
reply. Trump deleted his tweet about Michigan on the same day and then wrote a new tweet with mostly
the same wording, referring to “absentee ballot applications” but still alleging an illegal” action by Benson.
Trump won Michigan narrowly in 2016 and has criticized efforts to expand voting by mail this year, falsely
linking it to ballot fraud and arguing that it disfavors Republicans.

Benson, a Democrat elected in 2018, responded to Trump on Twitter and in a written statement. “Hi | also
have a name, it’s Jocelyn Benson. And we sent applications, not ballots. Just like my GOP colleagues in
lowa, Georgia, Nebraska and West Virginia,” Benson tweeted.

All four of those states indeed sent voters applications to receive absentee ballots for their primaries.
Amid the pandemic, some state governments have already changed laws and policies to expand the
option of voting by mail.

At the local level, some elections officials in heavily Democratic and Republican counties around the
country are mailing voters information on how to apply for an absentee ballot. Election officials say voting
by mail can help reduce crowds at the polls and enforce social distancing to reduce the spread of COVID-
19.

Michigan voters backed changesin 2018 A recent amendment to Michigan’s state constitution guarantees
all registered voters the option to vote by absentee ballot for any reason. Michigan voters backed the
amendment overwhelmingly in a 2018 ballot issue, along with several other measures to expand voter
participation.

That means all voters have the right to vote by mail, “so it is within the Secretary’s authority, as the chief
elections administrator in the state, to mail applications,” Benson’s spokeswoman, Tracy Wimmer, told
PolitiFact.

Various entities, including both major parties and advocacy organizations, routinely send absentee-ballot
applications in Michigan.

Nothing in state law prohibits the secretary of state from mailing out absentee-ballot applications, said
Sharon Dolente, a voting rights strategist for the ACLU of Michigan.

“The Secretary of State in Michigan has broad responsibilities for managing elections and it fits within her
authority,” she said.

Election officials in Michigan have faced legal challenges to their authority to mail out absentee ballot
applications automatically. But Benson’s office said those cases involved actions by local clerks, not the
secretary of state, who is the state’s chief election officer. And those challenges were decided more than
a decade before the constitutional amendment guaranteeing access to an absentee ballot.

The absentee ballot voter application allows voters to check a box to receive absentee ballots for all future
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elections and has spaces for voters to provide their addresses for receiving the August and November
election ballots.

Of Michigan’s 7.7 million registered voters, about 1.3 million are on a “permanent absentee voter” list,
which means their local election clerk automatically mails them applications ahead of every election,
Benson wrote in her May 19 press release.

It will cost the state about $4.5 million to mail out the applications to every voter, and the state is paying
for that through the federal CARES Act.

In the May 5 local elections in Michigan, the majority of voters cast ballots by mail.

It’s unclear what authority Trump thinks he has to “hold up funding to Michigan.” The CARES Act and 2020
Help America Vote Act funds made clear federal money could be used to handle increased voting by mail,
said Myrna Perez, director of voting rights and elections at the Brennan Center at New York University
School of Law.

Our ruling

Trump tweeted that Michigan’s “rogue” secretary of state sent absentee ballots to

7.7 million people “illegally and without authorization” ahead of the primaries and the general election.
Trump is wrong. The day before his tweet, the Michigan secretary of state announced that she was
sending an application for absentee ballots to registered voters, not an actual ballot.

The state constitution guarantees registered voters access to an absentee ballot.

We rate this statement Pants on Fire.
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and the election is "Rigged."
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o No, California Is Not Sending Mail-In
Ballots “To Anyone In The State,” As
Trump Falsely Claimed

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

* Gov. Gavin Newsom’s plan calls for sending mail-in ballots only to
active rezistered voters in California. not to “anvone”

Figure B6. Screenshot of fact-check 6.

Text of fact-check 6

Donald Trump stated on May 26, 2020 in a tweet:

California Gov. Gavin Newsom “is sending Ballots to millions of people, anyone living in the state, no
matter who they are or how they got there, will get one” and the election is “Rigged.” No, California Is
Not Sending Mail-In Ballots “To Anyone In The State,” As Trump Falsely Claimed

IF YOUR TIME IS SHORT

Gov. Gavin Newsom'’s plan calls for sending mail-in ballots only to active registered voters in California,
not to “anyone.” Several GOP groups filed a lawsuit to halt the governor’s plan.

Trump’s claim that voting by mail leads to fraud is misleading. Election experts have found it is exceedingly
rare. See the sources for this fact-check President Trump claimed on Twitter Tuesday, without evidence,
that California Gov. Gavin Newsom is sending millions of ballots to “anyone living in the state, no matter
who they are,” while adding “This will be a Rigged Election. No way!”

In the same Twitter thread, Trump repeated his allegation that voting by mail “is substantially fraudulent,”
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a claim election experts have said is overblown.

Here’s Trump’s full statement:

"There is NO WAY (ZERQ!) that Mail-In Ballots will be anything less than substantially fraudu- lent. Mail
boxes will be robbed, ballots will be forged even illegally printed out fraudulently sighed. The Governor of
California is sending Ballots to millions of people, anyone.....

....living in the state, no matter who they are or how they got there, will get one. That will be followed up
with professionals telling all of these people, many of whom have never even thought of voting before,
how, and for whom, to vote. This will be a Rigged Election. No way!” Trump repeated his claim during a
news conference Tuesday afternoon, saying “anybody that walks in California is going to get a ballot.”
Trump’s attacks come two days after the California Republican Party, along with national GOP groups,
filed a federal lawsuit against Newsom, a Democrat, to halt his plan to send mail-in ballots to Californians
ahead of the November election.

Newsom earlier this month ordered all counties to send out mail-in ballots, citing health concerns amid
COVID-19. Contrary to Trump’s claim, no ballots have yet been sent out.

We zeroed in on Trump’s claim that “anyone living in the state, no matter who they are” would receive
these ballots. We set out on a fact check.

Our research

A review of Newsom’s executive order shows only registered voters would receive vote-by-mail ballots,
not “anyone living in the state,” as Trump claimed.

“Each county elections officials shall transmit vote-by-mail ballots for the November 3, 2020 General
Election to all voters who are, as of the last day on which vote-by-mail ballots may be transmitted to voters
in connection with that election, registered to vote in that election. As set forth in this paragraph, every
Californian who is eligible to vote in the November 3, 2020 General Election shall receive a vote-by-mail
ballot.”

The Secretary of State’s website outlines criteria for registering to vote in California. You must be:

A United States citizen and a resident of California, 18 years old or older on Election Day,

Not currently in state or federal prison or on parole for the conviction of a felony Not currently found
mentally incompetent to vote by a court

This criteria reinforces the fact that not just “anyone” would receive a ballot.

The White House did not immediately respond to a request for evidence supporting Trump’s statement.
Newsom rejected the president’s assertion that voting by mail leads to fraud when asked about it during
a press conference on Tuesday. The governor also cited several studies that have examined the practice
and found an extremely low rate of fraud, including a 5-year effort by the Bush administration that turned
up virtually no evidence of any organized effort to skew federal elections.

“I don’t think it deserves to be politicized. This is a health issue,” Newsom added.

A spokesperson for Secretary of State Alex Padilla, who is also a Democrat, also disputed the president’s
assertion.

“Only active registered voters will be mailed a ballot ahead of the November 3, 2020 General Election.
The President’s tweet is completely false,” the spokesperson wrote in an email.

Voters are considered “inactive” if they do not vote in two consecutive federal general elections or if their
county receives a returned residency confirmation without a forwarding address within the same county,
according to the Secretary of State’s website.

Trump’s claim led Twitter, for the first time on Tuesday, to place a fact-checking warning on the
president’s tweet. A spokesperson for Twitter told NPR the tweet contains “misleading information about
the voting process, specifically mail-in ballots.” Padilla has pushed back against Trump’s past claims about
vote-by-mail.

On Twitter on Sunday, Padilla responded to the GOP lawsuit this way: “Expanding vote-by-mail during a
pandemic is not a partisan issue — it's a moral imperative to protect voting rights and public safety. Vote-
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by-mail has been used safely and effectively in red, blue, and purple states for years. This lawsuit is just
another part of Trump’s political smear campaign against voting by mail. We will not let this virus be
exploited for voter suppression.”

Some Republicans have cited issues of voter roll maintenance as evidence of fraud. President Trump, for
example, has falsely cited a January 2019 settlement California reached with the conservative group
Judicial Watch as evidence. On “Meet the Press” last year, Trump alleged the settlement shows California
“admitted” there were “a million” illegal votes in the 2016 presidential election. We rated that claim Pants
On Fire.

In reality, the agreement Trump cited required Los Angeles County election officials to remove inactive
registrations from voter rolls to comply with federal law. The 20-page settlement document, however,
notes all parties agreed there was no admission of liability or wrongdoing by the state or county. It makes
no mention of voter fraud or illegal voting.

During the 2016 campaign, Trump distorted the findings in a 2012 Pew study to allege widespread voter
fraud was taking place. The national study found 24 million voter registrations were “no longer valid or
significantly inaccurate.” More than 1.8 million dead people were listed as voters, the report said, and
2.75 million people were registered to vote in more than one state.

Trump has used that study to allege “dead people” are voting. But an analysis of the study by
FactCheck.org shows “The report did not allege the 1.8 million deceased people actually voted. Rather,
Pew said that it is evidence of the need to upgrade voter registration systems.”

Our rating

President Trump claimed California Gov. Gavin Newsom “is sending millions of ballots to anyone living in
the state, no matter who they are,” while adding “This will be a Rigged Election. No way!”

In reality, Newsom ordered counties to send mail-in ballots only to registered voters in California, hardly
to “anyone living in the state.”

To register to vote in California, residents must be 18, U.S. citizens, not in state or federal prison or on
parole for the conviction of a felony, and not declared mentally incompetent to vote by a court.

When combined with the misleading allegation that mail-in voting leads to fraud (something election
experts say is exceedingly rare), and Trump’s assertion that California’s election will be “Rigged,” the
president’s overall claim is reckless, unsubstantiated and wrong.

We rate it Pants On Fire!
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