
 

Title: COVID-19 headlines appendix for “Cognitive reflection is associated with greater truth discernment for 

COVID-19 headlines, less trust but greater use of formal information sources, and greater willingness to pay for 

masks among social media users in Pakistan” 

Authors: Ayesha Ali (1), Ihsan Ayyub Qazi (2) 

Date: July 12th, 2022 

Note: The material contained herein is supplementary to the article named in the title and published in the Harvard 

Kennedy School (HKS) Misinformation Review. 

 

 

 

Appendix A: COVID-19 headlines 
 

Table 1. COVID-19 headlines used in the study. 

 COVID-19 Headline Veracity 

1 5G mobile networks spread coronavirus False 

2 There is no coronavirus. These are all lies False 

3 Coronovirus is a conspiracy against Islam and Muslims False 

4 Senna leaves can treat coronavirus False 

5 Only old people are at risk of contracting or dying from coronavirus False 

6 Hair dryers are effective in killing the coronavirus False 

7 Pneumonia vaccine provides protection against coronavirus False 

8 Social (physical) distancing can reduce the spread of coronavirus True 

9 Washing your hands with soap and water kills viruses that may be on your 
hands 

True 

10 Wearing a mask can reduce the spread of coronavirus True 
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