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Appendix A: Survey information 

 
Tables A1 and A2 display the wording and coding responses for the COVID-19 and other political 
misinformation items used in the study. 
 

Table A1. COVID-19 misinformation items. 

 
 

Table A2. Political misinformation items. 

 
 
Table A3 contains the information sources that were available prior to each information question. Subjects 
saw the source and headline for each article as they made a selection. 
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Table A3. News sources by topic. 

 
 
After making their information selection, respondents read a real news article that had appeared on the 
topic from the source they chose. This means there is variation in whether respondents could encounter 
the correct answer to the subsequent question while browsing the article, though most articles would at 
least briefly mention it. Across the studies, the lone source that would not contain the correct answer 
would be the partisan media source for which the information was uncongenial.  

Below we indicate whether the article contained this information with a 1 for articles that contained 
the relevant information for respondents and 0 otherwise. We also note that, when it came to partisan 
media sources, some articles did report uncongenial information but often undercut this by providing 
more extensive treatment of inaccurate claims from other actors on the topic. 

 
Table A4. Information availability by topic. 
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