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Appendix G: Examples of conspiracy posts and debunking posts

The table below provides examples (in Chinese and in English translation) for conspiracy posts and
debunking posts. In this paper, we define conspiracy posts as those that spread conspiracies about the
origins of COVID-19. We define debunking posts to broadly include any posts that disapprove, disagree
and refute such conspiracies, either with or without providing evidence. The first example of debunking
post refutes conspiracy with evidence by stating that people from other countries also got COVID-19. The
second and the third example under debunking posts refute conspiracy without using evidence. As we
can see that the post authors denounced the conspiracy by saying it is totally nonsense. We did not fact
check to verify whether the evidence used in these debunking posts are true.

We also provide the Weibo screenshots of conspiracy posts and debunking posts (in Chinese and in
English) after the table.
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obvious. Coronavirus and SARS virus are very
similar in form and structure. In fact, they are
the same. They are all interventions,
expansions, and mutations based on SARS as
the virus matrix. It is not difficult to find that
SARS and coronavirus are both bad creations
from the same laboratory, and they are
dehumanizing and humble experiments! The
Chinese people must keep their eyes open,
recognize the true nature of imperialism,
reveal the enemy's conspiracy and tricks, and
wage a tit-for-tat struggle against the
frenzied enemy.”

1. “Another conspiracy theory is debunked.
The virus is not aimed at Chinese. //////The
Paper: [Japanese Government: # Announced
the nationalities of 41 people newly
confirmed to be infected with the new
coronavirus, specifically 21 Japanese, 8
Americans, 5 Australians, 5 Canadians, 1
Argentine, and 1 British.”

2. “#Currently Zero Infection in Wuhan
Institute of Virology# Laughed to death. Think
with your feet, “index case”?. Hahahaha.
Totally stuff and nonsense.”

3. “A student majored in bacteriophage, and
who graduated many years ago, was accused
of being an”index case” by conspiracy
theorists, and so many people believe... It
shows that everyone really doesn't
understand... You remember, bacteriophages
are viruses that infect bacteria! Can not infect
plants, animals! | | When you talk nonsense
next time, remember to find a human-derived
virus, at least of mammalian origin,
right?”#Stay strong, Wuhan##Currently Zero
Infection in Wuhan Institute of Virology#Stay
strong, China##Easy to Fabricate Rumor,
However, Hard to Debunk it#.”
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Genetic weapons|[blackface]. This new coronavirus is likely to be
launched by the United States in China. Damn the
Americans[anger]

Conspiracy Posts Example 2:
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Is the virus originated in wildlife? Why do | always feel that Taiwan or
other countries deliberately spread the virus to China, such as the
United States? How about Japan? Turkey? Australia? ?? So to restrict
our economy, restrict our sports, restrict our diplomacy. Is that

right? ? 7 1111 Is it possible that they imported infected cases into
China, thus affecting the rise of Wuhan? @Zhong Nanshan @Lu Jian
@Chinese National Health Commission.
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The new coronavirus is a dehumanizing laboratory mischief,
which is definitely not caused by wild animals, but a typical
laboratory human intervention. The wicked enemy, trying to kill
us, is notorious about the rise of China, and is frantically studying
the novel coronavirus against the Chinese. After comparison, the
enemy’s conspiracy is rather obvious. Coronavirus and SARS
virus are very similar in form and structure. In fact, they are the
same. They are all interventions, expansions, and mutations
based on SARS as the virus matrix. It is not difficult to find that
SARS and coronavirus are both bad creations from the same
laboratory, and they are dehumanizing and humble experiments!
The Chinese people must keep their eyes open, recognize the
true nature of imperialism, reveal the enemy's conspiracy and
tricks, and wage a tit-for-tat struggle against the frenzied enemy.

Debunking Posts Example 1:
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Debunking Posts Example 2:
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#Currently Zero Infection in Wuhan Institute of Virology# Laughed
to death. Think with your feet, “index case”?. Hahahaha. Totally
stuff and nonsense.

Debunking Posts Example 3:
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A student majored in bacteriophage, and who
graduated many years ago, was accused of
being an’index case” by conspiracy theorists, and
so many people believe... It shows that everyone
really doesn't understand... You remember,
bacteriophages are viruses that infect bacteria!
Can not infect plants, animals! ! ! When you talk
nonsense next time, remember to find a human-
derived virus, at least of mammalian origin,
right?"#Stay strong, Wuhani#Currently Zero
Infection in Wuhan Institute of Virology#Stay
strong, ChinattEasy to Fabricate Rumor,
However, Hard to Debunk it#.



