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Appendix: Table S2: Descriptive statistics for social media posts (items), 

per outcome variable, averaged and by item 
 

Note: The word “Real” in Supplementary Tables S2, S3, S4 and S6 refers to “real fake social media posts”, 
i.e., fake stories that have previously appeared online. It does not refer to “real news” (in the sense of 
truthful information). The word “fake” refers to fictional fake news social media posts (see also 
Supplementary Table S6). 

 

Outcome variable Condition N Mpre Mpost Mdiff SDpre SDpost 

        

Reliability judgments        

Averaged per category        

Real-Reliability Control 385 3.279 3.12 -0.159 1.009 1.116 

 Harmony Square 296 3.228 2.71 -0.518 0.951 1.145 

Fake-Reliability Control 385 3.034 2.939 -0.095 1.052 1.135 

 Harmony Square 296 2.934 2.499 -0.435 1.065 1.189 

        

Per individual item        

Real-Trolling-1-Reliability Control 385 3.358 3.031 -0.327 2.052 1.976 

 Harmony Square 296 3.22 2.439 -0.781 1.918 1.825 

Real-Trolling-2-Reliability Control 385 3.356 3.177 -0.179 1.918 1.841 

 Harmony Square 296 3.341 2.905 -0.436 1.892 1.932 

Real-Emotion-1-Reliability Control 385 3.403 3.265 -0.138 1.663 1.668 

 Harmony Square 296 3.297 2.764 -0.533 1.681 1.619 

Real-Emotion-2-Reliability Control 385 2.855 2.855 0 1.824 1.795 

 Harmony Square 296 2.791 2.453 -0.338 1.763 1.681 

Real-Conspir-1-Reliability Control 385 2.291 2.369 0.078 1.595 1.623 

 Harmony Square 296 2.203 1.922 -0.281 1.56 1.425 

Real-Conspir-2-Reliability Control 385 3.236 2.987 -0.249 1.715 1.709 

 Harmony Square 296 3.182 2.78 -0.402 1.785 1.808 

Real-Polariz-1-Reliability Control 385 4.223 3.94 -0.283 1.902 1.902 

 Harmony Square 296 4.149 3.301 -0.848 1.96 1.922 

Real-Polariz-2-Reliability Control 385 3.506 3.221 -0.285 1.676 1.703 

 Harmony Square 296 3.642 2.959 -0.683 1.661 1.661 

Fake-Trolling-1-Reliability Control 385 2.771 2.748 -0.023 1.98 1.88 

 Harmony Square 296 2.736 2.446 -0.29 1.853 1.786 

Fake-Trolling-2-Reliability Control 385 3.278 3.213 -0.065 1.567 1.604 

 Harmony Square 296 3.358 2.774 -0.584 1.675 1.665 

Fake-Emotion-1-Reliability Control 385 2.836 2.818 -0.018 1.596 1.621 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 Harmony Square 296 2.726 2.351 -0.375 1.627 1.475 

Fake-Emotion-2-Reliability Control 385 3.587 3.538 -0.049 1.69 1.754 

 Harmony Square 296 3.497 2.726 -0.771 1.739 1.712 

Fake-Conspir-1-Reliability Control 385 2.987 2.831 -0.156 1.712 1.728 

 Harmony Square 296 2.959 2.524 -0.435 1.646 1.577 

Fake-Conspir-2-Reliability Control 385 3.187 2.964 -0.223 1.759 1.726 

 Harmony Square 296 2.959 2.503 -0.456 1.705 1.588 

Fake-Polariz-1-Reliability Control 385 2.688 2.686 -0.002 1.575 1.55 

 Harmony Square 296 2.537 2.27 -0.267 1.615 1.519 

Fake-Polariz-2-Reliability Control 385 2.94 2.717 -0.223 1.688 1.523 

 Harmony Square 296 2.699 2.399 -0.3 1.62 1.583 

        

Confidence judgments        

Averaged per category        

Real-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.147 5.096 -0.051 1.069 1.179 

 Harmony Square 296 5.265 5.415 0.15 1.027 1.189 

Fake-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.068 5.057 -0.011 1.062 1.193 

 Harmony Square 296 5.201 5.392 0.191 1.088 1.205 

        

Per individual item        

Real-Trolling-1-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.374 5.379 0.005 1.625 1.635 

 Harmony Square 296 5.392 5.608 0.216 1.637 1.582 

Real-Trolling-2-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.187 5.119 -0.068 1.558 1.535 

 Harmony Square 296 5.378 5.547 0.169 1.456 1.463 

Real-Emotion-1-Pre-Confidence Control 385 4.958 4.878 -0.08 1.462 1.48 

 Harmony Square 296 5.014 5.176 0.162 1.482 1.526 

Real-Emotion-2-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.203 5.171 -0.032 1.519 1.565 

 Harmony Square 296 5.179 5.412 0.233 1.63 1.564 

Real-Conspir-1-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.239 5.195 -0.044 1.625 1.649 

 Harmony Square 296 5.446 5.676 0.23 1.544 1.561 

Real-Conspir-2-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.049 4.995 -0.054 1.452 1.615 

 Harmony Square 296 5.324 5.453 0.129 1.432 1.488 

Real-Polariz-1-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.265 5.132 -0.133 1.501 1.485 

 Harmony Square 296 5.439 5.439 0 1.467 1.513 

Real-Polariz-2-Pre-Confidence Control 385 4.899 4.958 0.059 1.483 1.505 

 Harmony Square 296 4.949 5.149 0.2 1.407 1.502 

Fake-Trolling-1-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.626 5.403 -0.223 1.606 1.598 

 Harmony Square 296 5.706 5.709 0.003 1.491 1.492 

Fake-Trolling-2-Pre-Confidence Control 385 4.769 4.8 0.031 1.523 1.489 

 Harmony Square 296 4.777 5.152 0.375 1.535 1.53 

Fake-Emotion-1-Pre-

Confidence Control 385 4.961 5.039 0.078 1.578 1.492 

 Harmony Square 296 5.091 5.416 0.325 1.572 1.542 

Fake-Emotion-2-Pre-

Confidence Control 385 4.888 4.891 0.003 1.414 1.459 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 Harmony Square 296 5.084 5.206 0.122 1.434 1.55 

Fake-Conspir-1-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.094 5.117 0.023 1.507 1.549 

 Harmony Square 296 5.253 5.409 0.156 1.509 1.468 

Fake-Conspir-2-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.073 5.062 -0.011 1.484 1.575 

 Harmony Square 296 5.111 5.432 0.321 1.54 1.483 

Fake-Polariz-1-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.112 5.096 -0.016 1.528 1.51 

 Harmony Square 296 5.368 5.446 0.078 1.488 1.533 

Fake-Polariz-2-Pre-Confidence Control 385 5.018 5.047 0.029 1.528 1.492 

 Harmony Square 296 5.22 5.365 0.145 1.519 1.523 

        

Willingness to share        

Averaged per category        

Real-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.271 2.179 -0.092 1.187 1.261 

 Harmony Square 296 2.255 2.003 -0.252 1.151 1.243 

Fake-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.175 2.119 -0.056 1.208 1.257 

 Harmony Square 296 2.106 1.904 -0.202 1.162 1.201 

        

Per individual item        

Real-Trolling-1-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.117 2.013 -0.104 1.668 1.606 

 Harmony Square 296 2.152 1.902 -0.25 1.764 1.607 

Real-Trolling-2-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.613 2.439 -0.174 1.921 1.808 

 Harmony Square 296 2.804 2.324 -0.48 1.947 1.812 

Real-Emotion-1-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.208 2.164 -0.044 1.663 1.629 

 Harmony Square 296 2.071 1.899 -0.172 1.493 1.504 

Real-Emotion-2-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.291 2.19 -0.101 1.791 1.658 

 Harmony Square 296 2.236 2.007 -0.229 1.767 1.661 

Real-Conspir-1-Pre-Sharing Control 385 1.945 1.886 -0.059 1.5 1.492 

 Harmony Square 296 1.858 1.723 -0.135 1.478 1.394 

Real-Conspir-2-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.436 2.273 -0.163 1.698 1.655 

 Harmony Square 296 2.358 2.041 -0.317 1.693 1.636 

Real-Polariz-1-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.426 2.369 -0.057 1.84 1.801 

 Harmony Square 296 2.318 2.088 -0.23 1.665 1.677 

Real-Polariz-2-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.135 2.109 -0.026 1.549 1.532 

 Harmony Square 296 2.243 2.024 -0.219 1.603 1.478 

Fake-Trolling-1-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2 2.01 0.01 1.599 1.584 

 Harmony Square 296 2.051 1.922 -0.129 1.686 1.517 

Fake-Trolling-2-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.135 2.096 -0.039 1.585 1.534 

 Harmony Square 296 2.037 1.878 -0.159 1.528 1.387 

Fake-Emotion-1-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.143 2.187 0.044 1.672 1.629 

 Harmony Square 296 2.068 1.868 -0.2 1.616 1.542 

Fake-Emotion-2-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.457 2.356 -0.101 1.729 1.72 

 Harmony Square 296 2.378 2.007 -0.371 1.659 1.58 

Fake-Conspir-1-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.369 2.171 -0.198 1.724 1.656 

 Harmony Square 296 2.216 1.922 -0.294 1.651 1.451 



 

 

 

 

 

   

Fake-Conspir-2-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.275 2.19 -0.085 1.719 1.65 

 Harmony Square 296 2.182 1.963 -0.219 1.637 1.521 

Fake-Polariz-1-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.013 1.987 -0.026 1.52 1.471 

 Harmony Square 296 1.932 1.838 -0.094 1.455 1.466 

Fake-Polariz-2-Pre-Sharing Control 385 2.01 1.956 -0.054 1.472 1.476 

 Harmony Square 296 1.983 1.834 -0.149 1.458 1.344 
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